

2009/2010 Successes

Aerospace and Defense

The aerospace and defense industry is a crucial component of Colorado's technology economy.  Federal support is necessary in sustaining and creating jobs in this industry. 

Orion Program Saved for Lockheed Martin Space Systems in Jefferson County, CO
President Obama changed course and announced plans in April to continue Orion as a scaled down, emergency escape vehicle for the crew at the international space station.  The technology being developed for Orion will be used as the basis for a deep space exploration vehicle. 
· The cancellation of Orion would have led to the loss of over 1,000 jobs in Colorado, and indirectly to thousands more across the state.

GPS OCX Contract Funded and Awarded to Raytheon Company in Aurora, CO
Raytheon Company, Aurora’s largest private employer, was recently awarded an $886 million contract by the Air Force Space and Missile Systems Center at Los Angeles Air Force Base to develop the ground control segment of the Global Positioning System to improve the accuracy of information from GPS satellites.
· The Boeing Company’s Aurora facility is partnering with Raytheon on the six-year project. Raytheon anticipates hiring 100 people this year with another 200 next year. Boeing will add 50 or 60 people locally.
· The GPS, a satellite-based radio navigation system for the military and the public, comprises three major segments: the user segment, the space segment and the control segment, which includes a master control station and ground antennas. The contract represents the first two development blocks of the advanced control segment (OCX), which will have a significant impact on GPS capabilities. The OCX will include anti-jam capabilities and improved security, accuracy and reliability and will be based on a modern service-oriented architecture to integrate government and industry open-system standards. 

New Facility to be Constructed at Buckley Air Force Base 
In the Budget submitted by the President on February 1, 2010, the Administration proposes funding for a military construction project on Buckley AFB with planning and design beginning in FY 2011 and full funding for construction in FY 2012.  The project will provide permanent office space for the more than 500 Intelligence Community personnel currently housed in modular trailers on the base.

$1 billion allocated for NASA in 2009
Colorado will receive a positive impact due to the large presence of many space assets, such as the University of Colorado at Boulder, which receives more NASA funding than any other public university in the nation.   

Bioscience

A strong, federal investment in medical research is critical for the health and prosperity of Colorado’s bioscience industry. Increased support for medical research from the Administration and Congress will impact the bioscience industry by providing more dollars for research in technologies that may one day not only provide cures for disease, but also help create profitable products and companies that employ highly skilled workers in Colorado.  

Federal Funding Approved for CID4
The Colorado Institute for Drug, Device and Diagnostics Development (CID4) received $300,000 in federal funding in FY 2010 to begin operations.   
· CID4 is a private not-for-profit entity which provides management expertise and funding to efficiently transform emerging life science technologies into commercial successes.  CID4 does this by identifying and actively managing promising life science technology investments

Pathway for Biosimilars Legislation Passed
The Pathway for Biosimilars Act was passed, which creates a reasonable pathway for federal approval of follow-on biologics (FOBs), while allowing for a 12-year period of data exclusivity with possible extensions of up to two and a half years.
· Introduced by Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Calif.
· Follow-on biologics (FOBs) are treatments derived from living organisms that can be used for a range of diseases. FOBs are like generic pharmaceuticals in that they may be widely produced after the expiration of the patent for the original biologic treatment.  But biologics and FOBs differ significantly enough from pharmaceuticals and generics that they require a separate approval process. As with pharmaceutical treatments, it is still of vital importance to investors and companies in biologics to have an adequate period of exclusivity during which they may recover their investment.

National Institutes of Health received an additional $10.4 billion
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) will receive an additional $10.4 billion over 2009 and 2010.  For every $1 million invested in NIH, more than 30 jobs are created/sustained.

Energy

Traditional energy remains an integral part of Colorado’s economy and the state is emerging as a leader in many areas of renewable energy including solar, wind, bio-fuels, hydropower, geothermal, and biomass technologies.
  
NREL 
The National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL) in Golden is now slated to receive more than $110 million for research and development of wind, biofuels and campus infrastructure and to promote energy efficiency efforts.  NREL plans to hire between 150 and 500 new jobs over the next few years.  

Transportation

Colorado will be receiving $403.8 million for highway funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  For every $1 billion invested in transportation projects, approximately 47,500 jobs are created/sustained for one year.

I-225 Widening and Colfax/17th Place Interchange
$12.4 million for the first two phases of a new I-225 and Colfax Avenue/17th Place interchange that will serve the expanding Anschutz Medical Campus and Fitzsimons Life Science District in Aurora.
· This campus serves as the major component of Colorado’s bioscience and healthcare industries and contributed $3.5 billion dollars to Colorado’s economy in 2008 with $1.4 billion generated in personal income. The Anschutz/Fitzsimons site currently employs 15,900 and results in nearly 60,000 vehicle trips each day.

I-70 and Central Park Boulevard Stapleton Background
$12 million for the completion of the I-70 and Central Park Boulevard interchange essential for the redevelopment of Stapleton.
· Business operations at the Stapleton Redevelopment Area will result in a total economic and fiscal impact of over $37 billion impact to the metro region through build-out.

Veterans Administration

VA Awarded demolition and site clearing contract for new VA medical center in Aurora
In September 2009, Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki announced the award of a $936,276 contract by the Department of Veterans Affairs to a Washington state company for demolition and site clearing of the new Veterans Affairs medical center in Aurora.
· The United States Department of Veterans Affairs is constructing a new state-of-the-art, 1.1 million square foot Veterans Affairs campus consisting of inpatient hospital beds, a community living center, a spinal cord injury center and outpatient services.  The total cost of the new facility is $800 million (additional money will be needed to furnish the buildings) and construction is slated to begin in June 2010 with a completion of September 2013 and to begin operations in January 2014.  The Veterans Affairs campus will be located on the southeast edge of the Anschutz Medical Campus and Fitzsimons Life Sciences District on the northwest corner of Colfax Avenue and Fitzsimons Parkway in Aurora.  Colorado’s Congressional delegation, in addition to business and civic leaders and veterans organizations have lobbied for nearly 15 years for a new hospital.  The campus will employ 1,800 full time employees.
· In 2008, the Department of Veterans Affairs spent more than $2.2 billion in Colorado on behalf of the state’s 426,000 Veterans.  In Colorado, the Department of Veterans Affairs operates medical centers in Denver and Grand Junction, 13 outpatient clinics, four vet centers and two national cemeteries.
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